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Katharine had some similar qualities. She had loved her distant cousin, John Ralston, a long
time, and she was as faithful and enduring as her father. Ralston loved her quite as dearly and
truly, but Alexander Junior would not have him for a son-in-law, and had told him so in an
exceedingly plain and forcible manner. His objection was that Ralston seemed unable to do
anything for himself, and had, moreover, acquired a reputation for being fast and dissipated.
He was not rich, either. His father, Admiral Ralston, had been dead several years, and John
lived with his mother on twelve thousand a year. The young man had made two attempts at
steady work and was now making his third, the previous ones having resulted in his leaving
the lawyer’s office in which he had placed himself, at the end of three months, and the great
banking establishment of Beman Brothers, in Broad Street, after a trial of only six weeks. He
had now gone back to Beman’s, having been readmitted as an especial favour to Mr. Robert
Lauderdale, with no salary and with an unlimited period of probation before him. He was a
popular young fellow enough, but he was not what is called a promising youth, though his
ways had improved considerably during the last few months. Mr. Beman said that he came
regularly to the bank and seemed disposed to work, but that his ignorance of business was
something phenomenal. Nevertheless, to please old Robert the Rich, John Ralston was
tolerated, so long as he behaved himself properly. And Katharine loved him, in spite of her
father’s disapproval and her mother’s good advice. For during the preceding winter Mrs.
Lauderdale, who had once favoured the match, had gone over to the enemy, and showed a
very great and almost unbecoming anxiety to see Katharine married. Hamilton Bright, another
distant relative and the junior partner of Beman Brothers, would have married her at any
moment, and he was a very desirable man. The fact that he was a relative was in his favour,
too, for both he and Katharine would probably in the end inherit a share of the enormous
Lauderdale fortune, and it would be as well that the money should not go out of the family.
Robert Lauderdale had never married, and was now well over seventy years of age, though his
strength had not as yet come to labour and sorrow. Katharine did not talk of John Ralston.
Especially of late, she avoided saying anything about him. But she would look at no one else,
though she had no lack of suitors besides Hamilton Bright, and in spite of her reticence it was
easy to see that her feelings towards Ralston had not undergone any change. Once, during the
preceding winter, Alexander had been visited by a ray of hope. Ralston had been reported by
the newspapers as having got into a bad scrape, winding up with an encounter with a pugilist,
and ending in his being brought home by policemen in the middle of the night. It had actually
been said that he had been the worse for too much champagne, and during a few hours Mr.
Lauderdale had hoped that Katharine would be disgusted and would give him up. But it turned
out to have been all a mistake. No less a personage than the celebrated Doctor Routh had at
once written to the papers, stating that he had attended John Ralston when he had been brought
home, that he had met with an accident, and that the current statements about his condition
were utterly false and libellous. And there the matter had ended. Alexander might congratulate
himself upon having got the alliance of his wife against John, but their united efforts to move
their daughter had proved as fruitless as his own had been when unassisted. There was nothing
for it but to wait patiently, and to hope that she might forget her cousin in the course of time.
Meanwhile, another anxiety presented itself, almost as serious, in her father’s opinion.
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philosopher, This book was the romanticised version of his thesis on DeGaulles Chief of staff,
General Charles Ailleret. . The “comeback” that Saul identifies in this new book emphasizes
the strides that Aboriginal people have made in OUT NOW IN UK STORES · March 13, 2018
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